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Aldine Hot'asl, Philadelphia., 

June 14th 1919. 

Dear Richnond 

I landed toda^^ at Brooklyn & turned 4 cases of speci- 
mens (kerosene boxes) over to the Ctistoms on the pier for shipiaent 
to Musetiia. They were taken to Warehouses ccya,Jji-d & sealed. One box 
had ffot broken on voyage but think nothing was lost. 

Please comraunicate with proper authorities as soon as possible for 
the cases to be transhipped to Washington. There are some epi- 
phytes in one case (orchids imd tillandsias) still living— as they 
are from higli elevations they ri^'- j^rov© interesting. Am enclosing 
herewith some notes on birds of S.D. M writing to Dept, of Stata 
to get my passport renewed. I want to go back to S.D. in less thtan 
3 weeks. It mlgJit help to get yonr corresp. dept, jog the dept, 
of state on the subject. Also I waoit io take somo more amrmmition 
down to San Domingo with me. I will nee d permi'^from State 

( or ^ar Dept . ) ( same as before 

to take 500 IS bore shot cartridges 

500 3S0 bore shot cartridges for aiut. 
one IS bore shot gun 
one aux. baarrel 

YoTi will find memy things to pleas© you in ^.his last lot — but 
nothing new. " 1 

I got one Mieroligea palustris & one pair of Oreopeleia leuco- 

metopon. 

Will come down to Washington after the 4 boxes arrive — about 
June 17th or 18th. 

Hope you keep fit . 

Y ours ver t ruly 
(Signed) t, L, Abbott. 

P.8. I am just wild to get back to S.B. and do the islands on s. 
coast and the Ifikes ik Mt . de Sell© region. 
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Sanchez, San Domingo. 

April 1st 1919 

Dear Riclmiond 

I am leaving 4 boxes (kerosene cases) of specimens here 
to be shipped to New York b^r the first available steamer — Probably the 
"Huron” in about 10 da^'^stine. /the eggs of the ” S i gu/ a** ( Du lu s domi nige 
censis) are there at last, one occupied nest with 4 eggs (spotted) 

& 5 (not yet iised ) nests were in a community house 25 feet from •& 
ground in a royal palm^ ^ eggs of Geotr^rgo n mo nt an a (ruddy grd. 

dove) which proves not to nest on the ground at all, but on a bunch 
of "wild pineapple" (Tillandsia) 6-8 feet from H#? ground on the trunk 
of a good sized tree. Saw several nests all in same situation-- This 
is a good discovery as the habit may serve to preser\''e the bird from 
extermina.tion bj^ the rapidly spreading mongoose. I Am hoping to leave 
for the interior on the 3d. Two Samana boys go v/ith me as I dont 
speak Spanish--One , John King, was up with me to Constanza 2 1/2 
years ago & is glad to go again, as he has a nagging mfe who is malt- 
ing his home hot for him--she is an ugly cross grained bitch, half 
Indian, half Spanish--Hope to put in 2 months in the mountains, will 
probably make Constanza my headquarters & radiate out. Will try to 
do the highest possible levels & ought to find a ggod many new nest- 
ing species at this season. 

sendi/ig a pair of frigates i: some eggs. They are nesting 
on Pelic SiYi Islojidj scutii slior6 of Ssxuanci B -P 6 li c s not nsst- 

ing yet. j^aw one bo oby on the mid channel buoy, but did not have giin 
availablf^ But so far have not done mtich. Lots of species like C. 
inornata & squamosa are nesting, but cant find the nests. Corvus 
leucognaphalus is preparing (I think) but not yet nesting--Thsy & [the 
little x^aroquet Ar at Inga used to be very common here at Sanchez, both 
are now unknown here. Old men tell me that when they were boys, the 
had to v/atch the maize fields here in Samana with a giin against the 
vast flocks of Ar at inga-~Ths2'’' are now absent from this section tho 
still co:nmon in the interior. The Doctor here tells me he saw them 
last week on H . H. coast near Matanzas'H The cominon parrot (Anazona) 
is still coxmmon as it does not dex^redate on the maize fields. 

'he ye 1 1 o w-b i 1 le d cuckoo has been fairly coimnon during the last 
few weeks^-There is not much for Miller except 2 kinds of bats, & a fe 


r-r: 



more bones & teeth, of the 
assure me is still comnion 


elusive Plagiodontia--v/hich man:,'- 
(or rare) on the south shores of 


^jeople swB-su 
Saiaana 



near Savanna la Mar & Jovero-- 

Hoping you are well & that this lot of stuff 


will arrive all 


Yours very Truly 

W. L. Abbott 

P.S. Pr. Vaughan (geologist) is passing today on the ”Huron". 
is going to S. Pomingo City. 





Peb. 14th 1918 Jerenie, Ha-'''!!. 

Dear Richiiond: 

I wrote you yesterda2'’ saying I hoj)ed to get off the 3 
cases of specimens by the ”Prins der Nederlands", but the Caijtain 
positively refused to take any thing whatever from Hayti. So I am 
leaving the cases behind at the Custom house here to send at earliest 
opportunity'', that majf be 2 weeks or 3 months. The Collector, Mr. 

Robin, say'S he will get them off when he can. He is American. I 
cant take the cases with );te to Port au Prince. I have only a small 
open sail boat, already full of my luggage & gear. It rains frequently 
& every'thing will get soaking wet, & the voy/age of 120 miles to wind- 
v/ard, will take 8 or 3 weeks, including stop in Gonave Island. Prob- 
ably a most wretched & miserable trijj. I wish it was over. So it 
seems best to take chances (very'^ uncertain) of the cases going from 
here. There are no steamers calling here on north bound voy^age. But 
some shipments for IT. Y. are made on southward (outward) voy'-age. Anyr- 
how cant do any/" better. The trouble is the Collector the other 
chaps will probably forget ail about it. The agent here v/ill not take 
delivery for shipment, as I have alway/'S done elsewhere. So the Col- 
lector in H. y. had better be notified to be ready.'- to receive the 
cases whatever vessel they may come by'’. 

The 3 cases are marked as usual 

T T , S . IT at i o n al Mu s e uux 

Care Collector Port of Hew York 

Like every^'where else every/-thing is completely,'- upset & disorgan- 
ized owing to the war. 

Hope everything will eventually'- turn up. 

Yoixrs truly." 

(Signed) '"L L. Abbott. 




^ C • ^ ft 
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Jeremie , 


Hayti . 


Feb. 12th 1918 


De ar Ri climond : 


I expect to leave here for Port au Prince on the 14th 
by small sail boat & touch at Gonave Islemcl en route. Ought to be 2 
or 3 weeks on the way as the wind is usually aliead. I am leaving 3 
cases to be shipped to the Museum by first available steamer. One 
may be here in a few days bound south, but few vessels touch here on 
north bound voyage. I don’t wish to risk taking the specimens in 
small boat with me. There are abt. 200 skins & some skeletons belong- 
ing to abt. 55 species. Nothing new or much good. 2 skeletons (both 

t) of pelicans. I can't get 9 somehow or other. /The last attempt to 

20Q 

reach mts. of La RKltte ended in failure. I did not reach over 3,000 
feet. A most lovely district called Moline. Coffee right to the simi- 
mits. One of my bo’ns got sick, & I sent him back to Jeremie where he 
died a few days after. The itiier boy got fever pretty bad. I also 
had some fever. 

I found no hill birds except Ricordia swainsoni & Todus angusti- 

rostris. Myiadestes is not singing no^v & it v/as impossible to find 

it. Pverybodv in tlie hills knew it under nane -"La musician." Pleard 

en 

many "Chat huant" in dense broken jungle country in the 4 section. 
Too dense to see anything. Don't know if it was Nyctibius or Micro- 
siphonorhis. It was lovely up in the hills only for the fever. I 
find the right way to reach La Kotte is to march 9 miles east of 
Jeremie to P.ossau, then up the river of P.ossau to the quartier called 
" Catineau . " This includes the north sloi)e of La Potte. I doubt if 
La Potte is much over 5,000. I was on the hill above Moline at 3,000 
(or a little more) & it was 8 miles across intervening valley "Cat- 
ineau" to La Hotte . Certainly it was not 2,000 feet higher. It seems 
to be covered with pines. Some pine forest at Moline. It wd. be best 
to visit the high lands in June ( Siumner ) when "La Miisician" is- sing- 
ing. 

I had a very pleasant camp; at Moline at 2000 feet, by a clear 
cold river, opposite the little P. .C. church. Plenty to eat, chickens, 


SGGS, sweet potatoes, yfffiis, milk etc. & everybody most friendly, 
now living in hopes of Gonave Island. Cant find any body who has 
ever been there. It is very dry (fev/ spjrings of fresh water) --soil 
very fertile iz much good Guaiac (Lignijm vitae). 

Hojje these 3 cases will eventually reach you via New York all 


Am 



right. It is net exactly a rotten lot, there is a little good stnff 
in it. The Agonti did not materialise. I cant find any. body who has 
ever actually seen the animal. 


Yoiirs very truly, 


P 

jie r e 
Peb. 
this 
Capt 


(Signed) W. L. 
Think I shall be coning hone in March, 
unless you hear from me. Address 400 S 
15th. The Dutch S.S. "Prince Van der IT 
afternoon, but will not take any cargo, 
or Purser & see if they wont take the 


Abbott . 

so dont write anv more 

«/ 

outh 15th St. Philadelphia, 
ederlands" is due here 
I am going off to see 
5 cases. 
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COPY. 


Jarabaooar 


Domingo. 


Oct. 13* 1916. 


Dear Diohmond:- 


P-as glad to get your letter about Raven’s stuff, F.e did not seem 
to P:et an^rthing new however. I am rotnrning from the highlands of San Domingo and 




‘beautiful country,'- it is. Knot pine forests corerinK the mountains. Splendid 
climate. Ha‘'.'‘e got at least two new*? birds. One (one specimen) a large blackish 


owl (440 ran. long) witli small head and long ear tufts., andfa white winged cross- 

bill. This last (one pair only) is doubtless coninon though I actually saw no others. 
, 

I had heard of a •'’■erj' small "parrot" which lived in flocks in the pines on the pine 
cones. I suspected a crossbill — said to '^cctir about here at Jar^bacoa, belov/ 2,000 
feet, but the pair I shot were at near 5,000 feet. Have not got the Ifyiedestes, 
though we often heard them, g;oing on back to Sanchez in a few days* and expect 

to take steamer for Dew York in abont three weeks or less, Dill bring specimens 
back v/ith me. Ma.mnals iiave been a failure, neither the ’’Jiivon” Solenodon, nor the 
’♦Hutia” Plagiodontia, are anything like extinct* but I never had the luck to get 
any or has any one caught any ^or me. Yliey seen generally distributed and the mon- 
goose does not seem to destroy them (nor rats either) — a few bats and introd.uoed 
rats are all I hpy^e got. Am getting some Indian stuff, fragenentary pottery* stone 
tomahawks etc. Hope the first stuff I sent you a month ago has arrived all right. 


'^^erv truly yours, 

C- V ▼ 


(Signed) 


n?‘ 

V • 


T 


Abbott, 


